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Snow causes confusion with classes
XU adopts new inclement weather policy requiring asynchronous classwork

B Y H UNTER E LLIS AND
C HLOE S ALVESON
Multimedia Managing
Editor and Show Manager
Xavier’s new inclement
weather policy, along with
over three inches of ice due to
Winter Storm Landon, stirred
widespread confusion for both
students and faculty about the
nature of snow day classes.
The new policy, which requires asynchronous work on
inclement weather days, does
not replace the old one, as
there may be instances where
classes need to be canceled.
However,
Dr.
Rachel
Chrastil, Provost and Chief
Academic Officer, emphasized
the added flexibility the new
policy offers the university in
bad weather and other situations.
“We explicitly said that
there should not be synchronous teaching because we
knew that would cause additional headaches for students… that is the expectation –– there should only be
asynchronous work,” Chrastil
said.
Despite this assertion, several faculty members still held
synchronous Zoom classes.
Dr. Jamie Trnka, chair of
the classics and modern languages department, offered
her reasoning for the confusion.
“Like students, faculty have
many policies to keep up with.
Some may have simply missed
the detail that remote options
should be asynchronous as we
all struggle to stay on top of
changing information,” Trnka
said.
“Others may have struggled to generate new and
meaningful content for multiple classes after the end of

Newswire photo by Robbie Dzierzanowski

Winter Storm Landon brought several inches of snow and ice to the Cincinnati area,
OHDGLQJ WR WKH ÀUVW LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI ;DYLHU·V QHZ DV\QFKURQRXV LQFOHPHQW ZHDWKHU SROLF\

the business day while caring
for families and handling additional childcare responsibilities during snow days in
our local public schools,” she
added.
“We wanted to be a leader
in terms of how we approach
weather days,” Chrastil said.
“So, we consulted with our faculty committee, we consulted
with our deans (and) we asked
ourselves ‘What would be the
most straightforward way for
students to encounter this?’”
Many students and faculty
members have mixed emotions about the new policy.
Junior Philosophy, Politics
and the Public and finance
double major Daniel Kelly
noted that snow days feel like
an important part of the experience of living on a college
campus.
“It’s more than just a day
off of school… I remember
knowing we were going to
have a snow day the next day
and seeing everybody outside
playing snow football, snowball fighting or making snowmen,” Kelly said.
“I don’t think you can cre-

ate that with going asynchronous. I just think there’s
something about snow days
that transcends having or not
having class; it’s more about
having that community experience,” he added.
Meanwhile, Trnka expressed concerns over the
process of drafting the new
policy and the added stresses
asynchronous classes put on
students and staff.
“There was no meaningful
faculty involvement in the development and rollout of the
new policy. I believe that the
policy needs additional review
and revision that leaves room
for faculty discretion in how
best to advance learning while
also recognizing the limits of
technology,” she said.
“I am concerned that the
notification timeline for transition to remote, asynchronous class is unreasonable
and creates an unsustainable
workload for faculty and students alike,” Trnka added.
Dr. Tyrone Williams, a
professor in the English department, echoed Trnka’s
concerns about the workload

on asynchronous days, noting
requiring asynchronous work
may add extra responsibilities
for students.
“As a general policy, it just
doesn’t make sense to me. I’ve
been trying to think about
it from the administration’s
point of view… We’re going
to do (asynchronous classes)
because students have all of
these other things they have
to take care of during a snow
emergency. But, if they have
all these things to do, isn’t it a
burden to give them this extra
assignment they weren’t expecting?” he asked.
Chrastil noted that she
is working to improve the
communication with faculty,
staff and students to ensure
everyone is on the same page
about asynchronous days, but
remained steadfast that the
communication has been clear
and consistent.
“(The new policy) was part
of a letter from me, as provost, sent out in the first week
of January prior to the start
of classes. (The decision) was
also communicated consistently in the XUPD Alert Me

system, in the email that went
out to all faculty and staff, as
well as the email that went
out to students that the expectation is for asynchronous
teaching,” Chrastil said.
“It stated clearly that it
should be asynchronous and
no synchronous teaching,” she
concluded.
Others believe that the
messaging was either inconsistent or confusing.
“I would like better communication at times from
teachers in terms of when
stuff is due in asynchronous,”
Kelly said.
He added that he sympathizes with professors adjusting to asynchronous learning
for inclement weather, noting
they learn about asynchronous days “four hours before
school is supposed to start…
I get that, and that’s part of
staying flexible.”
Williams considered the
students’ adaptability.
“Why not just have a regular snow day, where we just
cancel everything? Why is it
we feel the need that students
must have some sort of assignment that (professors)
just make up out of nowhere?
It doesn’t make a lot of sense,”
Williams questioned.
Chrastil expressed understanding that there was some
inconsistency in the execution
of the new policy: “It is always
the case when something
changes that you have to communicate it in many different
ways and will continue to do
so,” she said.
Chrastil and other university faculty are still determining the best time for the policy
to be clarified, as it is unlikely
there will be another inclement weather day as the end of
February nears.
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Air buds: Dogs take center court
Ready Go Dog Show takes Cintas Center court with rooted history at XU

B Y T ESS D ANKOSKI AND
K ATIE S ANCHEZ
6WDৼ:ULWHUV
The crowd was captivated earlier this month at the
men’s basketball game by the
halftime performers — a duo
of trick-performing, Frisbee-catching dogs and their
owners, John Casey and Nikki
Penta.
Casey and Penta own and
operate Ready Go Dog Show,
a company that brings dogbased performances to halftimes, fairs and theme parks
across the country.
When asked about his start
in the dog show business, Casey explained how he began
throwing a Frisbee with his
dog back in 1990.
“It was one of those moments. Six months into having my first dog, I knew exactly what I was going to do
with the rest of my life,” Casey said.
From there, he began competing with his dogs in local
and national competitions, all
while working full-time as a
framing carpenter. In 1995, he
landed his first halftime show
with the Cincinnati Bengals.
“It was just the greatest
feeling ever to go out and
jam with my dog,” Casey said,
looking back on the performance. “It was just fun.”
After 25 years of perform-

ing under different titles, Casey officially formed Ready
Go Dog Show in early 2020 in
collaboration with Penta.
Casey has been performing
annually in Cintas Center for
the men’s basketball halftime
show since 1998. Growing up
as a Xavier fan and Cincinnati native, Casey looks forward
to this particular show every
year.
“I could do 100 halftimes
a year for NBA teams or for
70,000 people at an NFL
game, but I always get nervous
when I come home,” Casey
said. “Because if a dog is ever
gonna poop on the court, it’s
gonna be at a Xavier game.”
Casey’s connections to
Xavier go much farther than
being a lifelong fan. Throughout his childhood, Casey’s
mother worked in the Xavier
admissions office, and he attended basketball camps led
by former coach Bob Staak
in the early 1980s. Even now,
Casey still remains friends
with the former Xavier basketball scorekeeper Jerry Gels
and current radio announcer Joe Sunderman, who were
his grade school basketball
coaches.
Casey has performed all
over the country at schools,
arenas and fairgrounds, but he
says his focus has always been
on the dogs.
“I didn’t start out doing

this for any other reason other
than to have fun. Playing Frisbee with the dog was what it
was all about,” he said.
Casey is passionate about
dog adoption, with nearly
all of his current show dogs
coming from shelters. Many
dogs end up in rescues because they have high energy
levels that are unsuitable for
many homes, but this energy
is what makes them perfect for
Casey.
“They ended up in rescue
for a reason, and that was because they had too much energy for a normal pet home.
I just give them an outlet for
that excessive energy,” he
said.
The stars of the Xavier
vs. Butler halftime show were
Vino and Phobia, two of Casey’s favorites.
Vino is a three-year-old
Belgian Malinois adopted
from a rescue in Nashville.
The Belgian Malinois is
a muscular, tawny-colored
breed known for its extremely high energy level, which
makes them difficult to handle
for many families. However,
they excel as police and military dogs and, in Vino’s case,
Frisbee-catchers.
Vino was joined by the
black and white Phobia, a
four-year-old smooth-coated
border collie. Phobia, adopted
by Penta from Finland, is an

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Half time performer titled Ready Go Dog Show visited Cintas Center
on Feb. 2. The dogs are known for catching frisbees on the court.

enthusiastic, high-flying pup
with a diverse portfolio of
skills from Frisbee-catching
to a five-foot box jump.
Casey and Penta currently
own 15 dogs that perform in
shows, but he still considers
them pets rather than performers.
“I’m not just looking for a
machine. I don’t want a robot
that does tricks for treats. I
want a dog that loves what it’s
doing and what it does, so that
when you watch the dogs play,
they look happy,” he said.
Vino and Phobia showed
that enthusiasm in this
month’s performance at Cin-

— Paid Advertisement —

tas Center, igniting an electric
crowd of Xavier fans as the
dogs raced across the court to
catch disc after disc in a series
of dazzling tricks.
“The first time that pink
Frisbee flew through the air, I
was filled with immediate joy,”
Sarah Sprinkman, a first-year
international relations and
Spanish double major, said.
Sprinkman watched the
game from the student section
and recalled the excited frenzy that came over the crowd
during the halftime show.
“Frankly, I think we won
because of those dogs,” she
said.
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XSS misses sustainability director

XSS insists that Xavier should fill the vacancy soon, cites lacking initiatives
B Y J ESSE D OLOJAN,
J ACKSON H ARE AND
S PENCER T RACY
6WDৼ:ULWHUV

co-chairs of the sustainability committee. Clare Ravizza,
co-president of XSS and intern for the Xavier Sustainability Committee, noted that
Xavier Student Sustain- their academic responsibilities
ability (XSS) club has urged can create difficulties with
Xavier to hire a new sustain- these additional roles.
ability director for the next
“The co-chairs of the susfiscal year in correspondence tainability committee are both
with Dr. Colleen Hanycz, full-time faculty, so their pripresident’s, signing of the mary commitments are to
Laudato Si Action Platform teaching at the university and
(LSAP). XSS hopes this will all the other responsibilities
inspire further action from that come with that,” Ravizza
the university administration said.
toward improving campus
Hiring a full-time sustainsustainability.
ability director, according to
The position of sustain- Ravizza, will maintain conability director has been un- sistent and attentive efforts
filled since 2015. Currently, toward making the university
education professor Mary more sustainable. She highVertuca and history profes- lighted where Xavier’s sussor Dr. Kathleen Smythe are tainability efforts have been

lackluster in comparison to
other competitive universities
in the area.
“Look at Dayton, look at
Creighton, look at UC, look
at Georgetown, look at us and
see all these measures that
they have implemented that
we don’t have,” Ravizza said.
Neighboring universities
are outperforming Xavier in
terms of sustainability efforts, Ravizza noted.
“We’ve been formally doing sustainability work for
the last 15 years but more informally for the last couple of
decades — whether that’s getting our recycling program
up and running or teaching
about environmental issues,”
Sustainability Director at
the University of Cincinnati
Daniel Hart said.

Photo courtesy of Clare Ravizza

The above graphic compares Xavier’s sustainability efforts to other Jesuit and local
schools. Each ‘X’ in the above photo represents a resource that the respective schools currently offer or have.

Moreover, COVID-19 has
hindered Xavier’s allocation
of funds to sustainability, including the hiring of a new
sustainability director.
“That position was seen
as, if you will, a financial ‘liability,’” Faculty Director of
the Brueggeman Center Bill
Madges said.
Smythe added that faculty
and students are still hopeful
the position will be filled.
“In the last four or five
years, it was not a high priority for the administration, and
sustainability is weakened in
its efforts and impact without
that leadership,” Smythe said.
“I think those of us who are
invested in it are hopeful that
President Hanycz will be interested in taking some leading action on it.”
Ravizza shares this hope
when considering President
Hanycz’s commitment to the
LSAP.
“We’ve committed to a sustainability-related action plan
that will hold us accountable
every year for seven years, and
we’re going to set our own
goals,” Ravizza said. “I think
it’s a really good way, especially with this new presidency, to
recommit as a university to
sustainability.”
The LSAP is a nationwide,
Catholic-led movement that
provides resources for institutions and communities to
respond to the climate crisis. Hanycz signed the LSAP,

which some hope could encourage the university-wide
commitment to Xavier’s Campus Sustainability Plan.
Ravizza hopes that Xavier can reevaluate its sustainability on a larger scale in
accordance with these commitments. One part of this,
according to Ravizza, is divesting Xavier’s fossil fuel usage.
“As a Jesuit university that
has made these commitments
to the apostolic sciences, including Care For Our Common Home and Care For
The Poor and Vulnerable, it
doesn’t make sense that we are
investing in the industry that
is directly contributing to the
climate crisis and is disproportionately harming the poor
and vulnerable in our communities,” Ravizza said.
Faculty and students who
are concerned with sustainability are confident that the
university’s next step should
be hiring a new sustainability
director. Smythe emphasized
Xavier’s critical position in
the surrounding community
and in Cincinnati as a whole.
“We are in a city that’s
taking a national leadership
position on this issue, and we
happen to have one of the best
mission and identity offices in
the whole Jesuit network in
North America,” Smythe said.
“We could move mountains,
but we need a little bit of
leadership.”

COVID-19 Task Force terminates mask mandate
B Y H UNTER E LLIS AND
O LIVIA V ALKNER
0XOWLPHGLD
0DQDJLQJ(GLWRUDQG
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Beginning next Monday,
students will no longer be required to wear masks in classrooms and other indoor spaces for the first time in nearly
two years.
Xavier announced the
changes to its COVID-19
policies, including lifting the
mask mandate, via a campus
message sent late Tuesday afternoon.
“Effective Monday, Feb. 21,
masks will no longer be required in public, indoor spaces
like classrooms and common
areas. While masks will no
longer be required indoors,
all community members are
welcome to continue wearing
a mask,” the email read.
Jeff Coleman, chair of the
COVID-19 Task Force, said
that the group was comfortable recommending to remove the mask mandate due
to several factors, which have
been regularly monitored by
the committee.
“The first thing on the
agenda at every (COVID-19
Task Force) meeting is ‘How

are we looking on campus?’”
Coleman noted.
“We’re over 95% vaccinated…We are down to three
cases: two employees and one
student. We’ve been at 10 or
below student and employee
cases for over a week.”
The task force considered
regional and national trends,
the advice of consultants —
including internal groups and
TriHealth — and what other
universities and organizations
were doing.
“Given our environment,
it’s a chance for higher education to lead transitioning
back to kind of a near-normal
environment. We took the
lead going into the virus, and
we think we did a great job
with… keeping our students
here on campus,” Coleman
said.
“And we thought this is
just another opportunity for
us, given our numbers, to lead
the way, as we transition from
pandemic to endemic,” he added.
Sophomore exercise science
major Elizabeth Salazar has
only attended Xavier during
the pandemic and offered perspective on how masks will affect personal connections with
her peers.

“I believe that Xavier is
heading in the right direction,” Salazar said.
“Cases have finally slowed
down and there is new hope
in trying to build … community on campus. Now, with
the masks off, we can try and
get to know our classmates
and become more familiar
with matching their names
with their faces,” Salazar said.
On the other hand, senior
nursing major Claire Fenning
expressed concerns with the
lifting of the mask mandate.
“Just because there are
fewer cases and this surge appears to be over doesn’t mean
the pandemic is. Masks aren’t
used to protect the individual,
they’re used to protect others
and prevent the spread of illness throughout the Xavier
community,” she said.
“The lifting of the mask
mandate only encourages
the spread of another mutation or illness and ultimately a surge in infection and
COVID-19 cases. All I gotta
say is this isn’t very ‘men and
women for and with others’
of you, Xavier,” she added.
Coleman expressed that
while individuals are free to
make decisions about wearing masks based on their own

personal safety concerns, he
feels the time is right to step
back to normalcy.
“We encourage individuals
to do what they need to do
to feel safe and protect themselves. However, our numbers
support the move we’re making,” he said.
The mandate could be reinstated, especially if cases spike
after Spring Break. Coleman
noted that the decision is not
dependent on a threshold.
“We didn’t want to say, ‘If
we hit 50 active cases, we’re
putting the mask back on.’ We
didn’t have that threshold for
taking the masks off, either.
The task force really takes
into account a number of different data points in making
our decisions,” he added.
The task force does not expect a huge rise in cases at any
point in the semester, though.
“We just have not seen that
big of a spread. Even (at) our
big basketball games like the
Crosstown Shootout or the
Villanova game… a lot of
folks at Cintas are not wearing masks. We’ve heard a lot
about that, but at the end
of the day, we have not seen
a large spread from any of
those events. So we don’t anticipate a huge bump (in case

numbers),” Coleman said.
“Students will now be required to be up to date on
their COVID-19 vaccinations
at the start of every fall semester. Up to date means a
person has received all recommended COVID-19 vaccines,
including any booster dose(s)
when eligible,” the campus
message read.
According to Coleman, the
university explicitly used the
Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) language when stating
students must remain “up to
date” because this standard
may change by the fall semester.
Currently, the CDC notes
on their website that “booster
shots are not recommended
for everyone at this time.” For
most
non-immunocompromised individuals, “up to date”
means fully inoculated and
boosted.
Coleman noted that about
1,500 students have received
their booster, and clinics such
as the one being hosted on
Feb. 25 in Arrupe will continue throughout the spring
semester.
Xavier Health Services is
also offering appointments for
vaccines and booster shots in
the Health United Building.
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XU grad to replace CPD Chief Isaac
Theetge, the first woman to fill the role, succeeds Isaac as Interim Police Chief
B Y M ORGAN M ILES
6WDৼ:ULWHU
City officials announced
that Cincinnati Police Chief
Eliot Isaac’s final working day
will be tomorrow, Feb. 18. He
will be succeeded by Assistant
Police Chief Teresa Theetge,
the first woman in Cincinnati
history to be named Interim
Chief.
Theetge is a Xavier graduate with over 15 years of experience as a lieutenant and
captain. She has been a member of the Cincinnati Police
Department (PD) for 31 years
in total.
She served in specialized divisions of police work including Criminal Investigations,
Inspections Section, Central
Vice Control, Internal Investigation, Special Events and
Professional Standards.
“I look forward to working with you and to ensure a
Photo courtesy of @ChiefEIsaac via Twitter
smooth transition,” Theetge
said. “City leaders recognize 7KHHWJHZKRJUDGXDWHG;DYLHUZLWKDOLEHUDODUWVGHJUHHDQGDPDVWHU·VLQKXPDQUHVRXUFHGHYHORSPHQWZLOOEHWKHÀUVWZRPDQWROHDGWKH&3'6KH
there’s no glass ceiling at city will succeed Isaac, who graduated from Xavier with a bachelor’s degree in organizational leadership and a master’s in human resource development.
hall.”
In his 33-year career, Isaac
As criminal investigation to conduct a national search been narrowed to two firms.
Last year, Isaac announced has participated in the CPD’s commander, Isaac investigat- for the successor to Isaac since When a firm is chosen, the
his plans to retire in 2022. administration, patrol com- ed homicides as well as per- he announced plans for retire- firm’s consultant will work
Isaac joined Cincinnati May- mand, internal investigations sonal and financial crimes. He ment in 2021.
with the interim chief manor Aftab Pureval and Inter- and community engagement.
was then promoted to execuPureval noted that he be- ager on the search for a new
im City Manager John Curp
In 2004, Isaac became po- tive assistant police chief in gan searching for a new police police chief.
to issue a joint statement lice captain and was promot- June 2015.
chief even before he formally
The consultant will also
announcing his retirement ed to district commander in
In December 2015, he be- took office.
help the city create new qualplans. The retirement plan in- 2007. He served as the Dis- came Cincinnati’s 15th police
Curp and other city officials ifications required for future
cluded Cincinnati’s plans for trict Four commander, In- chief. Former City Manager are working with Pureval to candidates based on the needs
replacing the police chief.
ternal Investigations Section Harry Black appointed Isaac select a firm that will help of surrounding communities.
Isaac is also a Xavier grad- Commander and CPD’s night to the position.
search for a successor.
Isaac’s official retirement
uate. He joined CPD in 1988. chief from 2007 to 2012.
The city has been prepared
Currently, the choices have date will be March 1.

The Lighter Side

“The Weirdest, Wackiest and Wildest News of the Week!”
•

•

Musk, maniacal mayors, Macarena, Metamates, and Minecraft
Netflix told subscribers that its
higher prices are
not “price increases,”
but
rather
“price
updates.”
Sources say that the
Newswire staff is
seeking salary updates, too (Feb. 14).

Tesla
recalled
500,000 vehicles for
a new “Boombox”
feature that makes
fart and goat noises
while driving. Elon
Musk blamed the
“fun police” for the

recall (Feb. 14).

•

•

The Hudson, Ohio
mayor, famous for
arguing that ice
shanties would lead
to prostitution, has
resigned — perhaps
due to the Lighter
Side putting him on
blast last week (Feb.
14).
A London Metropolitan Police commander who wrote
anti-drug laws has
resigned for taking
LSD, cannabis and

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.com

Musk called regulators “fun police” for nixing fart noises on his cars.

•

magic
mushrooms
while vacationing in
France (Feb. 14).

•

An obnoxious passenger on an American Airlines flight
was hit over the head
by a coffee pot after
attempting to enter
the cockpit. “A flight
attendant ran to the
back of the plane and
got the coffee pot
and continues to bash
the guy on the head,”
a witness reported
(Feb. 14).

•

In possibly the most
American move ever,
the Idaho Potato
Commission has created a perfume which
smells like french
fries (Feb. 14).

•

New Zealand has
cleared away anti-lockdown
protestors by playing
the ‘90s tune “Hey,
Macarena” on loop
(Feb. 14).

•

A Russian teenager

Photo courtesy of pixabay.com

A Russian court used a teen’s Minecraft history against him in a trial.

•

was sentenced to five
years in prison after
his history of blowing up buildings on
Minecraft was used
as evidence against
him in a vandalism
trial (Feb. 14).

•

2 Meta 4 Me: Facebook employees are
going to be called
Metamates (Feb. 16).

•

Seeking better lives
and
opportunities,
thousands of Russians
have
been
crossing the Mexican border with the
U.S. These Russians,
fleeing governmental persecution, feel
that Europe is too
close to Russia. They
have journeyed to
the Americas instead
(Feb. 16).

•

Pa r l i a m e n t a r i a n s
in Singapore were
alarmed by Workers’
Party Chair Sylvia
Lim’s
insinuations
that parliamentarians
were being forced to
seek official permission to use the bathroom during debates.
Singapore denied her
claims (Feb. 16).

•

President Joe Biden
placed a dead dog on
a Republican voter’s
doorstep in his early
days as a politician.
“(A woman) called
me and said: ‘There’s
a dead dog on my
lawn... I want it out
of my front yard.’ I
put it (the dog) on
her doorstep. But I’ve
gotten much better
since then,” Biden
stated (Feb. 16).
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Trudeau cracks down on protests

5

mandates. Approximately 90%
of Canadian truckers are vaccinated, while the remaining
10% are not.
COVID-19
restrictions
have generally been enforced
more strictly in Canada compared to the U.S., with the support of more Canadians than
Americans in their respective
countries. The COVID-19
death rate in Canada is roughly one-third that of the U.S.
Despite widespread support
for the COVID-19 mandates,
they have generated a significant amount of opposition
from the Freedom Convoy.
Auto manufacturing company Ford issued a statement
on the protests.
“We hope this situation is
resolved quickly because it
could have widespread im3KRWRFRXUWHV\RIÁLFNUFRP
pact,” a Ford official said.
7UXGHDXUHVSRQGHGWRRQJRLQJ´)UHHGRP&RQYR\µSURWHVWVE\LQYRNLQJWKH(PHUJHQF\3RZHUV$FWZKLFKGHHPVWKHSURWHVWVLOOHJDODQGDOORZKLPWR
Jagmeet Singh, leader
WRZYHKLFOHVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKWKHSURWHVWVDQGOHY\ÀQHVDJDLQVWSURWHVWRUV7KHEORFNDGHFUHDWHGE\SURWHVWRUVOHGWRWKHVKXWGRZQRID)RUGSODQW
of Canada’s left-wing New
cy measures before they be- pressed opposition to the act. ularly regarding vaccination. Democratic Party (NDP),
B Y S OPHIE B OULTER AND
come law. Measures “will be
Forming a blockade be- The truckers are against vac- argued that the use of the
I VY L EWIS
time-limited,
geographically
tween
Canada and Detroit, cine passports, mandatory vac- emergency measures showed
World News Editor
targeted, as well as reason- Canadian protestors have cination and mandatory mask that Trudeau had “failed in
DQG6WDৼ:ULWHU
able and proportionate to the forced a shutdown of a Ford mandates on the grounds that leadership.” However, Singh
Canadian Prime Minister threats they are meant to ad- plant. The blockade has dis- their individual liberties are said that the NDP would join
Justin Trudeau invoked emer- dress,” Trudeau said. “These rupted the flow of goods from not being respected.
Trudeau’s Liberal Party in
gency powers on Monday in blockades are illegal, and if Canada to the U.S., causing
Although Canadian prov- supporting the act in Parliaresponse to trucker protests you are still participating, the auto industries in both coun- inces have been removing ment.
demanding an end to Cana- time to go home is now.”
tries to roll back production.
COVID-19 restrictions at the
Some members of the opda’s COVID-19 restrictions.
New emergency powers
An ongoing protest is tak- local level, Trudeau has de- position Conservative Party,
Trudeau used Canada’s will allow Trudeau to tow ve- ing place at the Ambassador fended the restrictions at the such as Conservative Lead1988 Emergency Powers Act hicles associated with the pro- Bridge, which carries 25% of federal level, including a re- ership candidate Pierre Poilto deem these protests, known test. Penalties for refusing to all trade between the nations. cent order requiring truckers ievre, are opposed to the meaas the “Freedom Convoy” pro- comply with the act include a Traffic has been forced to a entering the country to be ful- sures.
tests, illegal. Trudeau has not $5,000 fee, up to five years in standstill. Some cars are un- ly vaccinated.
“Listen to the experts...
authorized military action prison or both.
able to enter Canada.
The vaccine mandate took Eliminate these mandates... let
against the protestors.
Leaders of the Alberta,
The protests stem from effect Jan. 15, and some truck- the protesters, including the
The Canadian Parliament Quebec, Manitoba and Sas- disagreements
regarding ers commuting into Canada truckers, go back to their jobs
must approve the emergen- katchewan provinces have ex- COVID-19 mandates, partic- have expressed anger at the and lives,” Poilievre said.

Opinion: Make American foreign policy great again
B Y S OPHIE B OULTER
World News Editor
Remember when the U.S.
had a proactive, durable foreign policy? Yeah, me neither.
Throughout the Cold War,
the U.S. amassed power in
response to Soviet threats.
While our reactive foreign
policy ensured worldwide
American dominance in the
short term, it left us sputtering once the Soviet Union collapsed.
Would we find a clear vision to guide our international interactions at the head of
a “New World Order?” Or
would we squander this unipolar moment, in which the
U.S. was the world’s only
great power?
Bill Clinton’s foreign policy
was relatively strong. Leading a North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) response to the Bosnian Crisis
and helping to broker peace
in Northern Ireland, Clinton
could have been the president
to lead a youthful and dynamic
foreign policy.
However, Clinton has become more of a punchline
than a president. His personal
indiscretions meant that his
foreign policy achievements
have been mostly lost to his-

tory.
If Clinton’s foreign policy
was a moment squandered,
then George W. Bush’s foreign
policy took that moment and
crushed it under boots bigger
than Texas. From the shambolic, dishonest intervention
in Iraq to the “moral majority”
conservatism that infiltrated
his worldview, Bush’s foreign
policy had no cohesive vision
beyond promoting an America-centric idea of democracy.
Barack Obama inherited
Bush’s mess, which made him
wary of pursuing a robust
foreign policy. In some ways,
his worldview doomed him
from the start; devoid of decisive action, Obama attempted to “pivot to Asia,” and was
partially successful with his
Trans-Pacific Partnership and
the G-20 — but even these
initiatives were started by the
previous administration.
In his commitment to not
being another Bush, Obama
perpetuated a weak foreign
policy lacking teeth, a compelling strategy or vigor. His response to the Syrian Civil War
was inconsistent and his “red
lines” were ignored.
And Donald Trump just
gave up. His critiques of our
“forever wars” were valid,
but his approach was idiotic.

By pulling out of the Paris
Agreement and Iran Nuclear
Deal, he angered allies and
proved us to be unreliable
partners. He had less of a
grand strategy and more of a
laundry list of grievances —
NATO, Iran, North Korea, the
EU — which his foreign policy choices checked off.
Now, Joe Biden has a choice.
He can continue the lackluster post-Cold War policies of
his predecessors, or he can
take decisive action. Business-as-usual won’t ruin the
U.S. — we survived Bush,
Obama and Trump, after all
— but it will probably continue our downward spiral on the
world stage. Major change is
the only way to salvage our
role in the world.
First, the U.S. should pursue deep commitments to
new allies who can protect
our strategic interests against
China and Russia. One place
to start would be India, with
whom the U.S. has no formal
alliance.
Dr. Timothy White, who
teaches U.S. Foreign Policy,
agrees.
“Given the increased rivalry with China, it makes more
sense than ever to develop
good relations with India,” he
said.

Second, priorities need to
shift from active military engagement — “boots on the
ground” kind of stuff — to
cybersecurity. The constant
disinformation
campaigns
spearheaded by Russia require
the U.S. to clearly codify its
cyber laws, strengthen its cyber capabilities and work with
allies to create a clear cybersecurity strategy.
This should be balanced
with the necessary protection of data rights, an area in
which the U.S. lags woefully behind the EU, Brazil and
Canada.
Third, the U.S. needs to

find a balance between patriotism and pragmatism in its
foreign policy. A compelling,
robust foreign policy should
be proud of America’s place
in the world but also cognizant of our country’s record
of embarrassing failures. We
need more than a lukewarm,
hesitating attitude towards the
wider world, but we should refrain from forcing our worldview onto others.
Strength and restraint,
power and modesty, dynamism and consistency — by
balancing our contradictions,
American foreign policy can
be made great again.
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Reconsider required internships

Instating an internship or
experiential learning requirement into the curriculum
would be a disastrous mistake
that would increase inequality
in the Xavier student body.
With the recent installment
of Dr. Colleen Hanycz, president, Xavier is constructing a
strategic plan that will lay out
the roadmap for the university for the next five years. This
gives the school an opportunity to look at what needs to
be left behind and what needs
to change going forward. This
means that right now is the
time to make sure that we are
aiming for the right goals as a
university.
Given the urgency of this
issue, we cannot allow the
university to move forward
on instating an experiential learning requirement for
graduation — at least not
without serious accommodations to ensure that it is feasible for everyone.
The first issue with an experiential learning requirement is that it is unpaid work.
People who are working their
way through college will not
be able to take out six hours

per week plus three more not. Usually, I was able to give
hours for travel and prepara- him a ride to his internship lotion without any pay. Add a cation, but when I could not, it
traditional class load onto the would add so much extra time
problem, and the burden can to his schedule.
quickly get out of hand. For
Furthermore, adding more
people who are not restrict- requirements to what is aled by their finances, it creates ready a bloated core curricul e s s
lum is
Sending out a troop of 20 year- j u s t
of an
olds in the city is certainly not adding
issue,
the solution to [criticisms that m o r e
but this
the university is not involved s t r e s s
policy
enouogh in the community]
would
t h a t
burden
nobody
those who are working hard needs. If anything, the numjust to make it work.
ber of flags and throwaway
The second issue is trans- classes that just check a box
portation. Not everyone has on Ellucian Degree works
access to a car that can get needs to decrease.
them to downtown CincinnaThis additional burden on
ti for a biweekly internship. the student experience imForcing each to take on the pacts all the people on camlong journey via public trans- pus, not just those directly
portation further adds to the impacted by stretching their
time constraints, given that time requirements. Student
Xavier is five exits away from involvement in different exthe business sector of down- tracurricular activities will
town Cincinnati.
continue to go down each
I have some personal expe- year. We will be losing the
rience with this, even though contributions of so many peoI am fortunate enough to have ple in the campus community.
access to a car. My roommate,
But frankly, the fact that the
who had an internship close university is even considering
to mine, unfortunately did the implementation of an ex-

periential learning require- people who would have a hard
m e n t
time makPresident Hancyz and Pro- ing an exeither
vost Chrastil, please recon- periential
speaks to
sider adding this additional lear ning
their inrequirement.
ability to
requireconsider
m e n t
the ways that class and in- work. Theoretically, this
equality impacts the student would allow people to be able
experience or their naivety to to cut the number of hours
the realities of a college ex- they would need to work to
perience that is becoming in- stay afloat.
creasingly more expensive.
President Hancyz and ProMy guess is that the ad- vost Chrastil, please reconministration wants to use an sider adding this additional
experiential learning require- requirement.
ment as a Band-Aid fix to
quell criticisms that the university is not as involved in
the community as many people would like it to be. Sending out a troop of 20 yearolds in the city is certainly
not the solution to this problem; it requires a much more
Joseph Cotton is a seconcerted effort than simply
nior Philosophy, Poladding an extra graduation
itics and the Public
requirement.
and economics douHowever, there is a way
ble major. He is the
that the administration can
Education and Enalleviate some of the burdens
richment Coordinaon students who need it if
tor for Newswire from
they choose to go ahead with
Dearborn, Mich.
this requirement: creating a
need-based stipend fund for

Torrent your movies, matey
Last year, I decided to buy
the film Oldboy directed by
Park Chan-wook. Remarkably, the film is one of many
that isn’t available to stream
or purchase on any platform
in the U.S. Since I wanted to
support Chan-wook, I opted to purchase the Blu-ray.
Upon its arrival, I quickly
discovered that I was not
able to watch the film on my
Blu-ray Player because it
was region locked.
Region locking is the act
of restricting a DVD’s ability to be played on any device
manufactured outside of the
region (an arbitrary collection of countries) it was produced in. It’s a practice done
to prevent products from being bought at a lower price
and to slow down piracy.
Well, needless to say, I
torrented a copy of Oldboy

for myself.
It seems like the film inMany of us know that, in dustry goes out of its way to
the grand scheme of things, make their product as inconinternet piracy (the act of venient to own as possible.
illegally downloading copy- The dirty little secret is you
righted material) is not an can’t buy anything digitally.
unforEvery,Q WKH FXUUHQW GLJLWDO KHOO ZH ÀQG t h i n g
givable
ourselves in today, piracy has prov- a v a i l c r i m e.
en itself to be the only reliable able on
At the
means of accessing art.
ve r y
iTunes
least,
i
s
it’s not nearly worthy of there for consumers to lithe five-year prison sentence cense, not purchase. Thepirates face if caught in the oretically, a movie studio
U.S.
can tell Apple to remove
But in the current digital any movie, song, etc. from
hell we find ourselves in to- your library whenever they
day, piracy has proven itself please. Amazon, too. In fact,
to be the only reliable means every digital media store opof accessing art. The fact of erates under this model.
the matter is, pirates have
Even streaming services
consistently provided a bet- operate that way. Ever wonter, easier way to find what- der why your favorite movies
ever we want, whenever we and TV shows leave Netflix?
want.
You may pay to use their

THE STAFF

Sports Editor
Joe Clark

Editor-in-Chief
Alex Budzynski

Print Managing Editor
Mo Juenger
Multimedia Managing
Editor
Hunter Ellis
Campus News Editor
Robbie Dzierzanowski
World News Editor
Sophie Boulter
Opinions & Editorials
Editor
Charlie Gstalder

Arts & Entertainment
Editor
Kate Ferrell
Back Page Editor
Aidan Callahan
Head Copy Editor
0ROO\.+XOOLJDQ
Copy Editors
Stella DeMarco, Maggie
Schroeder, Tess Brewer, Tess
Dankoski
Staff Writers
Jesse Dolojan, Jake Geiger,
Jackson Hare, Ivy Lewis,
Justin Malone, Morgan Miles,
Kayla Ross, Katie Sanchez,

Spencer Tracey
Online Editor
Nina Benich
Digital Communications
Manager
*ULIÀQ%UDPPHU
Education & Enrichment
Coordinator
Joseph Cotton
Show Managers
Tyler Clifton, Will Pembroke,
Chloe Salveson
Photography Editor
Desmond Fischer
Distribution Manager
Emily Croft

product, but you don’t own
it. And more often than not,
you’re paying for an inferior
version of their product.
Many technical sacrifices
are made to bring movies to
streaming. In order for movies to be streamed optimally,
the picture and sound quality is compressed to a small,
manageable size to not overload the servers. But, this results in a lower picture and
sound quality. The two best
bets for quality viewing are
piracy or physical media.
The biggest argument
against piracy is how it financially impacts distributors. If you’re not paying
for their product, they’re
not making any money and
eventually won’t be able to
make any more of said product.
However, we live in a cap-

italist society and need to
play by the capitalist rulebook. And in the game of
capitalism, the service offering the more desirable product outlasts their inferior
competitor. If studios want
to make it this difficult to access a worse version of their
product, then it’s a pirate’s
life for me.
By the way, Transmission
is my go-to torrenting client.

Breaking News Response
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Grace Hamilton, Olivia Valkner
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Women can be sexist, too

Women seem to forget
that they are often sexist,
too.
While listening to passionate,
history-centered
conversations in class, I can’t
help but consistently overhear the rhetoric that men
were sexist toward women.
Though I’m sure the particular wording is unintentional, it’s still problematic.
Problematic not because it’s
wrong, but because that’s
still a prominent belief today: Men are the ones acting
on sexism, which is solely
against women.
Rather, the world has
changed and sexism’s spectrum has shifted.
I’ve had the luxury of
discussing this subject with
someone who was adamant
in proving herself a feminist. But when I brought up
how men and women sometimes experience the same
kind of challenges in regard
to sexism, she immediately
chastised me, telling me how
it doesn’t matter if men are
catcalled or objectified in
other ways, much like women are. Why? Because women have had it worse.
I forgave her for her ignorance because the false label
of feminist was all she had.

Women have had it worse.
That’s not wrong. I lost respect when she showed me
that she validated our sexist
actions.
Objectification of men,
acted out by women, has
clearly been normalized.
We’re disgusted –– and
rightly so –– if an attractive
woman receives unwanted,
inappropriate attention on
the street. But if a man is attractive, who cares if women grope, kiss and flirt with
him?
I mean, does anyone remember a 40 year-old Jenny
McCarthy forcing Justin Bieber, who was 18, to kiss her?
How McCarthy grabbed his
butt and then said he was
delicious? He looked horrified, and she laughed in an
interview afterward. Many
supported McCarthy with
the belief that Bieber was
lucky to have the experience.
This is sexual harassment.
Today, men are justly called
out for their unwanted, sexual advances, especially the
men who are 40 and go for
18 year-old women. Yet, McCarthy can write her harassment off as a “cougar fantasy.”
Similarly, in Blank Check, a
Disney movie, a 30-year-old

actress kisses a 12-year-old
boy on the lips. And yes, the
older woman is the one who
makes the move. Worse than
the kiss is the proposition
she offers the little boy: Let’s
have a real date in 10 years.
Lots of groomer vibes,
right? Yet, the response has
been quite minimal in the
sense that there’s backlash
on social media and that’s
about it.
In many ways, we all sit
back and enjoy the objectification of men in the media.
I’m not one to deny that a
shirtless Chris Evans is always a pleasant surprise.
But, looking past the abs,
the representation of there
being a single, ideal type of
man in the media can be as
harmful as it is for women.
This concept may be harder to conceive, because women historically are the focus
when it comes to body types.
However, men face a growing trend –– heightened by
advancement in media ––
that creates expectations of
what encompasses true masculinity. And these expectations include a specific body
image of a large, muscular
manly-man, comparable to
the idealization of Barbie’s
thin figure.

Blatant objectification of
men isn’t the only form that
sexism takes. Parenthood
idealizations also tend to pull
the most sexist, traditional
values from the depths of
our souls.
It’s expected that women
will stay home and men will
work. A man cannot be the
stay-at-home parent, and if
he is, women are quick to
dote on him for “babysitting.” There is no babysitting if a parent is caring for
their own child, regardless
of gender, yet this idea is
continuously perpetuated.
Far too often, women will
be quick to make the assumption that if a man is alone
with a child, that child is being kidnapped or the man is
a pedophile. This point may
seem ridiculous, but the media has brought to light the
extent to which this occurs
–– even in subtle ways.
Subtle ways include keeping a close eye on a man at
a park, even if he points out
he has a child with him ––
especially if that man is not
conventionally
attractive.
More extreme examples involve women approaching
fathers on an outing with
their children to accuse the
father of kidnapping or hu-

man trafficking, sometimes
having the police called to
investigate.
Reactions to men simply
being alone and enjoying
time with their children in
public exposes the sexism
that inherently comes with
parenthood, hidden behind a
curtain of normalcy.
I only scrubbed the surface of the ways women tend
to forget they are sexist. And
this isn’t a diminishing of
the issue that is patriarchal
society oppressing women
since literally the beginning
of time. It’s merely a reminder that sexism is a two
way street, and the steps we
take to combat its manifestations shouldn’t shy away
from tackling how men are
harmed, too.

Morgan Miles is a
sophomore English
major. She is a staff
writer for Newswire
from Cincinnati.

On the importance of sport
The Super Bowl is one of
the most important games
of the year.
On an economic level, the
Super Bowl puts billions of
dollars into the economy.
Companies buy commercials,
grocery stores sell food and
Bengals fans buy Skyline.
Millions of people watch
the game, bringing in revenue to restaurants and bars
across the country. Hotels
are packed to the brim.
It’s true, sports make a lot
of money, but that doesn’t
say anything about sports
besides the fact that millions
of people find sports very
important.
There is a much deeper
layer to our culture’s fascination with sports. It comes
from the human desire to see
heroic victory, with the risk
of seeing tragic defeat.
I come from a small town:
Bluffton, Ohio, born and
raised. I grew up cheering
for our football and basketball teams, usually wearing a sousaphone. I had little interest in and even less
knowledge of sports. But I
always remember how it felt
to win. The elation. My heart
rising in my chest as adren-

aline pumped through my
veins. The smiles and cheers
shared with my classmates
as we knew that good had
won the day. All was right in
the world.
Then came the loss, with
its bitter heat that inflames
the face and clouds the
mind. Our hearts sank as we
rode home on a silent bus.
Our parents would find us
cranky, irritable and generally unpleasant to be around
(like the average college student). We didn’t feel that our
team had failed. We felt that
our team had been wronged.
I had a similar feeling
when the Bengals lost on
Sunday. I expect that many
of you felt the same. This
is where the importance of
sports comes in.
Sports have the ability to
create extraordinary emotions. Think back to the past
few weeks: Cincinnati celebrated the Bengals as its
knights in tiger-print armor,
who would bring victory
against the villainous Rams.
Everywhere in the city,
people were wearing shirts,
hats and pants, all marked
with that noble crest of the
Bengals. Any show of sup-

port for the Bengals would
be met with adulation. Like
children waiting for Santa, we waited for the day of
the Super Bowl. We shared
smiles, cheers and laughter.
For a few glorious weeks,
people got along.
Imagine if this spirit was
brought to the rest of life.
If every churchgoer prayed
with this intensity, Heaven would be overflowing
with saints. If every student
studied with this intensity,
McDonald Library could
be read 10 times over. And
if every politician legislated with this intensity, Cleneay Avenue would have at
least one pothole filled. That
would be a beautiful world to
live in.
Sports are also important
because there is a noble sort
of equality for sports fans.
A wealthy fan will not find
a team’s victory to be more
pleasant than a poor fan
would. Likewise, a poor fan
will not be particularly hurt
by a team’s loss. They are
both equal owners of every
victory and loss. There is a
great beauty in shared victory or defeat because it unifies
people. Empathy is shared

when everyone knows how
everyone else feels.
Another beautiful thing
about sports is loyalty.
Sports fans love their teams
through every win and loss.
Every sports team at Xavier
could lose every game they
play, and they would still be
loved by campus. It is a great
joy to stick beside a team
to share success and failure.
Again, this is a trait that
should be emulated outside
of sports.
Great sports also create
great heroes. Athletes are
obviously not heroes in the
same way that doctors and
teachers are heroes, but they
have a heroism in their great
victories and their great
skill.
It is impossible to calculate how many children have
become passionate about
success after watching great
athletes like Muhammed Ali,
Wayne Gretsky, Tony Hawk
and, of course, Joe Burrow.
These athletes have inspired
millions of hours of practice
and gallons of blood, sweat
and tears. Their inspiration
has made people better versions of themselves.
This isn’t to say that

sports are the most important thing in life. Sports are
trivial. No one will die if a
team wins or loses, and no
wars will be started on the
outcome of the Super Bowl.
But the triviality of sports is
also why they are so important. They illustrate what
people find important. They
provide heroes for whom to
root and villains at whom to
jeer. They reveal one’s character. In other words, sports
let us live our lives in a trivial way, but through this,
they reveal how we will live
our real lives. Sports show
how we will treat each other,
how hard we will work and
how honest we are. What do
sports say about you?

Derek Swartzlander
is a junior English and
marketing
double
major. He is a guest
writer for Newswire
from Bluffton, Ohio.

Campus-Wide Opinion Prompt:
How do you feel about Xavier lifting the mask mandate?
Send 250-500 words to gstalderc@xavier.edu by Monday, Feb. 21.
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Xavier suffers another bad home loss

St. John’s dominates offensively and Xavier again struggles shooting the ball
B Y J OE C LARK
6SRUWV(GLWRU
Xavier suffered their second brutal home loss in as
many weeks, losing 86-73
against the St. John’s Red
Storm.
Xavier was flat out terrible defensively, and the Musketeers didn’t do enough on
offense in the second half
to make up for it. Junior big
man Jack Nunge led the Musketeers with 22 points, while
senior forward Julian Champagnie paced the Red Storm
with 27 points.
“Our defense stunk,” Xavier Head Coach Travis Steele
said. “Stunk. From the very
beginning of the game to
the very end. That’s gotta
change. And I’m gonna find
five guys out there that can
defend.”
Xavier’s defensive effort to
start the game was lackadaisical, allowing St. John’s to
shoot 6-9 and giving up eight
early points to Champagnie
— one of the better players
in the Big East — as the Red
Storm raced out to an early
15-9 lead.
Eight straight points by
senior guard Adam Kunkel
capped off a 10-0 Xavier run

Newswire photo by Desmond Fischer

Less than two weeks after a home loss against DePaul, the Musketeers dropped another game at home,
losing 86-73 against St. John’s. Jack Nunge had 22 points for Xavier in the loss, their third in four games.

and gave the Musketeers a
19-17 lead with 12:13 to go
in the first half. Xavier then
had a stretch with three turnovers in two minutes to allow St. John’s to take a seven-point lead with 9:13 left in
the first half.
With 3:19 to go in the
first half, Xavier trailed
38-37. Nunge led the Musketeers with 11 points. St.
John’s guard Montez Mathis
got assessed a technical foul

for hanging on the rim after a dunk, and Xavier made
the technical free throw but
couldn’t score on the possession. Champagnie answered
with a corner three and St.
John’s led 45-38 with over a
minute to go in the first half.
At the half, St. John’s led
45-42 in what was one of
Xavier’s worst defensive
halves of the season. The 45
points allowed were the most
Xavier had given up in a half

all season.
With 11:52 left in the
game, Xavier took a 57-56
lead on a transition dunk by
senior guard Paul Scruggs.
St. John’s went up by six with
just over eight minutes left,
but Scruggs answered with a
three and with 7:22 left, Xavier trailed 63-60.
St. John’s extended its lead
to 70-62 with 5:20 left in the
second half, and things started to get desperate for Xavier.

It was all but over when St.
John’s took a 14-point lead
on a Champagnie bucket with
2:42 to go.
Ultimately, the Red Storm
closed out Xavier with an 8673 win. St. John’s finished by
making nine of their last ten
shots.
“I didn’t think we handled adversity well enough
tonight, and I thought that
honestly was the determining factor in the game,” Steele
said.
Xavier shot 1-12 from
three in the second half and
4-20 overall. Senior guard
Nate Johnson did miss the
game with a knee injury, but
Xavier can’t afford to struggle as much as they have beyond the perimeter.
“Credit to St. John’s. They
wanted it more than us,”
Nunge said. “We didn’t play
like we should have.”
The road ahead doesn’t get
any easier for the Musketeers,
who dropped to 17-8 with the
loss.
They hit the road to take
on the Connecticut Huskies
on Saturday before traveling to Providence, R.I. and
the Dunkin’ Donuts Center
to play the No. 8 Providence
Friars next Wednesday.

Analysis: Bengals’ key defensive improvements

B Y J AKE G EIGER
6WDৼ:ULWHU

The Cincinnati Bengals
miracle season fell just short
as they lost to the Los Angeles Rams 23-20 in the Super Bowl this past Sunday.
Though they lost, there have
been many positives this season. The most important factor in the Bengals’ success in
the playoffs was their defense
and how it steadily improved
throughout the season.
Coming into the season,
there were low expectations
for the Bengals as star quarterback Joe Burrow was coming off a gruesome ACL injury. They had the worst odds
to win the Super Bowl as well.
Early on, the Bengals offense made electric plays.
Ja’Marr Chase would become
the Offensive Rookie of the
Year, and other playmakers
such as Joe Mixon, Tyler
Boyd and Tee Higgins would
come through when needed.
The exceptional skill of
Burrow put the Bengals in
a position to win any game.
With that, the defense steadily improved from the first
snap in Paul Brown Stadium
to SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles.
The young core of safety Jessie Bates, defensive end
Sam Hubbard and linebackers
Germaine Pratt and Logan
Wilson also stepped up into
their starting roles this season.
The Bengals made some
key additions such as nose

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

Bengals’ safety Jessie Bates was one of several defensive players on the Bengals to step up en route to
their miracle Super Bowl run. Bates is an impending free agent but will likely return to Cincinnati in 2022.

tackle D.J. Reader, cornerbacks Mike Hilton and Chidobie Awuzie, defensive end
Trey Hendrickson and safety
Vonn Bell.
The Bengals were ranked
13th in the NFL in points

allowed per game. A lot of
statistics have the Bengals in
this range, and nothing stood
out.
However, what made this
defense so special was their
ability to make big plays at key

moments. Opponents’ fourth
down conversions were at
41%, which ranked the Bengals as the second best in the
NFL. They were also ranked
in the top 10 in opponents’ interceptions thrown and over-

all giveaways per game.
These statistics proved
significant in the NFL playoffs, as the Bengals forced one
fumble and had eight interceptions.
In addition to key newcomers and a young core, a couple players led the defensive
charge for the Bengals.
Bates had two interceptions in key moments: in
overtime against the Kansas
City Chiefs and another in
the third quarter of the Super
Bowl last Sunday.
Hendrickson and Hubbard each had three sacks in
the postseason, and Hubbard
made a pivotal play against
the Chiefs as he sacked quarterback Patrick Mahomes on
third down to force a field
goal and overtime.
Lastly, Hilton had an interception in the final minute
against the Tennessee Titans,
which gave the Bengals the
ball back and ultimately led to
the game-winning field goal.
Wilson also had a game-winning interception in the first
round of the playoffs against
the Las Vegas Raiders to seal
the Bengals’ first playoff win
since 1989.
The Bengals had a lot of
fun moments this year and
were two minutes away from
winning the Super Bowl. It
surely is disappointing, but
if this young defense develops its strengths, the Bengals
could be right back on the
NFL’s biggest stage in no
time.
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NBA Trade Deadline: Trade grades

B Y W ILL P EMBROKE
6KRZ0DQDJHU

One week ago today, the
NBA landscape was significantly altered by moves made
at the trade deadline.
James Harden got his way
when he was traded to Philadelphia in exchange for a
package centered around disgruntled 76ers forward Ben
Simmons. The Portland Trail
Blazers finally broke up their
long time backcourt of Damian Lillard and CJ McCollum,
trading the latter to New Orleans. Even oft-injured Dallas
Mavericks big man Kristaps
Porzingis found himself on
the move to our nation’s capital to play for the Wizards.
Now a week removed from
the emotion and hysteria that
has become the NBA’s trade
deadline season, I will break
down a few of the biggest
trades that went down and
assign letter grades to each
team involved.
Nets trade James Harden
and Paul Millsap for 76ers’
Ben Simmons, Seth Curry
and Andre Drummond
Wow. Just a little over a
year removed from when he
forced his way out of Houston to create a big three in
Brooklyn, Harden did it again.
Harden made it clear with
his lack of effort on the court

Photo courtesy of commons.wikimedia.org

James Harden is now on his third team in three seasons after the guard was traded to the Philadelphia
76ers during last week’s NBA Trade Deadline. He was traded for a package that included Ben Simmons.

this season that he has been
unhappy with where the Nets
stand as a team. No Kyrie Irving at-home games due to
New York City’s vaccine mandate and another serious Kevin Durant injury have made
the Nets’ regular season far
more challenging than anticipated.
Harden will now move on
to play with MVP frontrunner
Joel Embiid and a 76ers squad
that is currently ranked fifth
in the Eastern Conference.
For Brooklyn, they add
needed shooting in Seth Curry and a defense-minded player in Simmons, whose timetable to return to the court has
yet to be set.
Both teams seem to have
received what they wanted
from this trade. Only time will
tell who ends up on top in this
year’s Eastern Conference
playoff race.

Grades: Brooklyn Nets,
B+; Philadelphia 76ers, B
Portland trades CJ McCollum, Larry Nance Jr. and
Tony Snell to New Orleans for Josh Hart, Tomas
Satoransky, Nickeil Alexander-Walker, Didi Louzada
and draft picks
After years of speculation as to when the Portland
Trail Blazers would break up
their good — but not great
— backcourt of Lillard and
McCollum, they finally did
it. Portland only ended up
receiving Hart, a protected
first-round pick in 2022, and
multiple second-round picks
after Satoransky and Alexander-Walker were dealt immediately following this trade.
The Trail Blazers freed
up some of their cap space
by dealing McCollum. They
clearly committed to tanking

this season in favor of playing some of their high-upside
young guys like Anfernee Simons. For New Orleans, they
get the instant offense guard
they wanted in McCollum.
However, they also have
to take on his $30 million cap
hit as well. With still no idea
as to when star forward Zion
Williamson will return to action for the team, it is hard to
justify giving up a promising
young player in Hart, along
with a first-round pick for
a guy in McCollum who is
no guarantee to improve the
team.
Sure, McCollum is a good
scorer, but his athletic and defensive ability leave much to
be desired for a Pelicans squad
who already struggles on the
defensive side of the floor.
Grades: Portland Trail
Blazers, A-; New Orleans
Pelicans, C
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Dallas trades Kristaps
Porzingis and a second-round pick to Wizards
for Spencer Dinwiddie and
Davis Bertans
This trade clearly falls into
the category of two teams exchanging their own distressed
assets. On one hand, the Mavericks have officially given up
on the Porzingis experiment.
The once-promising twoway big man has turned
largely into an expensive role
player for Dallas who cannot
stay on the court or protect
the rim for long stretches of
time.
On the other hand, the
Wizards are able to offload
Bertans and Dinwiddie, who
have both struggled mightily
to fit in with the team over the
past two seasons.
There is a very real possibility that neither Washington
nor Dallas will improve much
as a result of this trade, but
who knows. A change of scenery for all three of these once
sought-after players could pay
off eventually. At least for the
Wizards, they have the potential to have a top-10 player at
his position in Porzingis if
he can stay healthy. Dinwiddie and Bertans will be solid
depth at-best.
Grades: Dallas Mavericks, D;Washington Wizards, C

Xavier women’s basketball goes 1-1 Sports
The team lost to Creighton before picking up a road win against PC

Banter

Xavier women’s basketball
had a disappointing start to
the weekend against Creighton but capitalized with a win
on the road as they defeated
the Providence Friars to earn
their third conference victory.
The Musketeers traveled
to Omaha, Neb. to face the
Creighton Blue Jays and were
defeated 68-47 to drop to 7-16
and 2-12 in Big East play. The
Musketeers were only down
four at the half, but were outscored by 17 points in the second half.
Xavier had two players
score 10 points with freshman guard Aanaya Harris
and junior forward Shaila
Beeler. Junior forward Ayanna Townsend also added nine
points and five rebounds,
while sophomore guard Shelby Calhoun had eight points,
three assists and two steals.
Xavier’s woes included Creighton’s stifling deNewswire photo by Desmond Fischer
fense, and Xavier only shot Xavier women’s basketball went 1-1 last week, losing against Creighton but picking up a road win at Alumni Hall
37% from the field and were against the Providence Friars. Guard Mackyala Scarlett let the Musketeers with 15 points against Providence.
out-rebounded 41-22. Impres- as they defeated Providence Calhoun also came down with 5-10 in the Big East Confersively, the Musketeers forced 72-70 to seal a huge win. nine rebounds in the win. ence.
19 turnovers, the most they Sophomore guard Mackayla Xavier struggled once again
Xavier women’s basketball
have had this season. Creigh- Scarlett had a career day with from the field at 34% but shot plays next at Cintas Center
ton improved to 17-7 on the 18 points.
25-31 from the free throw line. tonight at 7 p.m. against the
season and 12-4 in the Big
Three other Musketeers
This win pushed the Mus- No. 10 Connecticut Huskies.
East Conference.
were in double figures, as keteers to 8-16 and 3-12 in They will then travel to HinXavier had arguably their Calhoun had 11, Townsend Big East play, while the Friars kle Fieldhouse on Sunday.
best performance on Sunday had 10 and Harris posted 12. dropped to 10-14 overall and Butler Bulldogs at 7 p.m.

Taylor at the Dunk
One of the best new traditions in all of college
sports is the Providence
student section singing
Taylor Swift’s smash hit
“You Belong with Me” late
in games. The Friars ended
up losing to Villanova on
Tuesday night, but the
rendition of Taylor was
electric. Xavier fans can
see it firsthand when the
Musketeers head to the
Dunkin’ Donuts Center
next Wednesday.

B Y J AKE G EIGER
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Carolina Kenny?
Given that the NFL Draft
is still over two months
away, take any rumors with
a massive grain of Morton’s salt. Still, multiple
pundits have connected the
quarterback-needy Carolina Panthers to former Pitt
quarterback Kenny Pickett.
Pickett, who has notoriously small hands, is ranked as
the top quarterback in the
upcoming draft.
Champions League King
Kingsley Coman came
through for Bayern Munich
yesterday in their Champions League tilt against
RB Salzburg, scoring in
the 88th minute to set up a
pivotal 1-1 draw.
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Lost family painting
finally returned
B Y T YLER C LIFTON
6KRZ0DQDJHU
A painting from 1913
which was stolen from its
owners by Nazi Germany has
been returned to the descendants of the original owners.
The painting, “Flowers,” is
an expressionist work painted
by Lovis Corinth. This is the
first instance where a painting
that was looted from a Jewish

family was returned by the
Royal Museum of Fine Arts.
Expressionist
paintings
have the goal of expressing
the painter’s emotions on the
subject of the artwork. The
paintings use distorted forms
and harsh colors to convey
feeling and emotion directly
to the viewer. A notable example of this type of painting
includes the iconic work “The
Scream” by Edvard Munch.
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These paintings are often
hallmarks of museums for
their striking imagery that
pulls in the viewer.
When asked about the
painting’s return to the family, museum director Michel
Draguet explained that he
would not be upset that the
painting was leaving.
“We were never the owners;
we were the custodians for the
Belgian state,” Draguet said.
The museum took the painting, along with many others
without identified owners, in
1951.
This painting’s original
owners, Gustav and Emma
Mayer, were a German-Jewish
family who fled Germany for
Brussels, Belgium, in 1938.
Brussels was where “Flowers”
and 29 other paintings were
last possessed by the family
before the outbreak of World
War II. In 1939, the Mayers
fled once more to England,
eventually settling in Bournemouth.
The first of their paintings were stolen by the Nazis in 1942 before the entire
collection was taken in 1943.
This was a part of the Nazi’s
efforts to steal cultural assets
of the European Jewish community. Following the end of
the war, the Belgian government created the Economic
Recovery Service, which was
responsible for the restitution
of missing art.
Struggles to return the artworks to their proper owners
were rampant. In some cases,
owners were not able to be
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B Y S PENCER D E T ENLEY
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• Kylie Jenner and Travis Scott
welcomed their new baby boy,
Wolf Webster, with an Instagram post (Feb. 2).
• Popstar Kim Petras released her
new album Slut Pop with seven
new songs (Feb. 11).
• An iconic hip-hop halftime performance at Super Bowl LVI featured Dr. Dre, Snoop Dog, Eminem, Mary J. Blige, 50 Cent and
Kendrick Lamar (Feb. 13).
• The 94th Academy Awards will
be hosted on March 27 by Amy
Schumer, Wanda Sykes and Regina Hall, making it the first
time the Oscars have had three
hosts since 1987 (Feb. 15).
identified or there were doubts
as to the consent of the sale.
Paintings where the ownership could not be determined
before the war were looked at
as possibly being forced sales.
Eventually, the paintings for
which they were not able to
find owners to return to were
placed under the custody of
museums throughout Europe.
In the decades following
the war, the German governments attempted to find all
of the artwork that the Nazis
had taken. Clues were difficult
to come by, and restitutions

were rare. As a result, in the
1970s, the German government paid compensation to
families whose art was stolen.
Following the return of
“Flowers,” the Mayer family
returned the compensation
money to the German government. The family is still
looking for clues as to the location of their 29 other paintings.
Of the 30 paintings that
the Mayer family had at the
time, “Flowers” is the only
painting that has been successfully returned to them.

Opinion: Vulnerability is rewarded with hatred
B Y G RIFFIN B RAMMER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
At the time I am writing
this, Mitski has produced her
sixth studio album, Laurel
Hell. Though I long awaited
the return of Mitski, I found
the rest of her fan base fighting tooth and nail, angry and
disappointed at the upbeat approach she took in some of
her new songs.
Musicians don’t owe us an
explanation for why their music is happier, and they most
certainly don’t owe it to us to
remain depressed either.
Mitski has a reputation for
being a “sad girl”: a female
artist who creates overwhelmingly sad songs to which their
fans can relate. However,
Mitski is over it. In a video
with Crack Magazine, she said
the sad girl aesthetic was “ reductive and tired.”
“Let’s retire the sad girl
schtick,” she said.
It’s clear where these sentiments come from. We demand
so much of these artists, forcing them to stick to an image
for the sake of their fans, but
this specific image is self-de-

structive. We’re causing musicians to maintain a terrible
headspace purely because we
like what comes out of it, with
little regard to what it does
mentally to artists like Mitski.
It’s all very akin to the ignorant parent telling the depressed child to “stop being
so sad all the time.” The same
way a smile cannot be forced,
neither can a frown. We’re
forcing our favorite artists to
be what they’re not, and if it
continues, their content won’t
be the only thing that suffers.
Lorde is another example
of an ex-sad girl, who is a tad
more well known. Her 2021
album Solar Power was criticized by fans who demanded
much the same as Melodrama
and Pure Heroine. The bright,
summery vocals of Solar Power were somehow less popular
than her other albums, seemingly for the simple reason
that people couldn’t cry to the
tune of Ella singing about
how she was finally happy
with who she was as a person.
We mock and belittle these
artists, taking their work for
granted. Instead of appreciating that the artists even came

out of their hiatus for the
sake of their fans, we subject
them to relentless backhanded
criticism, spouting that “Solar Power sounds like an Old
Navy commercial,” and “Laurel Hell sounds like a Mario
Kart track,” purely because
we’re jealous of their newfound happiness.
Our constant bickering is
unsustainable in the long run.
Forcing sad song after sad
song creates an inflation of
sad music, one that will never
live up to the hype of the artist’s earlier works, especially
if the artist themselves don’t
feel sadness the same way
anymore. This leads to even
bigger outcry from fans, calling for the artist to make more
music that’s catered to the
fans’ ever-evolving demands.
Putting it simply, forcing
an artist to make songs for
your “depression playlist” will
only create a cycle of constant
disappointment with a wornout, miserable singer caught
in the middle.
We have a tendency to associate an artist’s life with their
music, because we assume
that their life experiences di-

rectly shape the music they
put out for us. This is why it
feels so groundbreaking when
an artist switches style or
genre – it can feel like they’re
selling out or “being someone they aren’t.” We have to
start realizing that independent musicians like Lorde and
Mitski are human beings, not
mass-produced tools for our
entertainment.
Artists are allowed to feel
emotions other than depression and heartbreak. Just because sometimes they choose
to write about their feelings of
comfort and happiness doesn’t
make them any less genuine in

the way they write their music. If anything, it makes them
even more human.
I’m a firm believer in musicians listening to their fans,
just not when it hurts the
musician in turn. We have
no right to demand that our
favorite singers relive their
traumas for our exploitation.
If we truly want to “relate
to an artist’s sadness”, then
we also need to support their
happiness. Growth is a part
of depression, too, and if you
truly want to call yourself a
fan, then we need to start relating to a singer’s need for
growth.
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A Doll’s House doesn’t disappoint

B Y M ORGAN M ILES
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The Xavier Theatre program introduced The Rep
Series on Friday. The series
includes A Doll’s House, Part 2,
Eurydice and Proof.
One play from the series,
A Doll’s House, Part 2, revisits the ending of the original
play written by Henrik Ibsen.
Nora finds herself back at the
door she walked through 15
years prior, quickly becoming
entangled in a mess of secrets
and lies.
Xavier’s rendition of A
Doll’s House, Part 2, written by
Lucas Hnath, features a single
room — the entrance to Nora’s old home. The set’s focus
is on the door, which served as
a powerful gateway for Nora
in the original play and continues to do so.
Before the play, I had no
personal experience with oneset plays. However, I was far
from disappointed as the set
itself held a lot of character,
which kept the play from getting repetitive.
The paint on the set’s walls
looked worn, and the furniture was the kind of quirky I
expected, considering the time
period. The door surprised me
the most because it had to be
slammed multiple times while
the set remained sturdy.
All seating was placed close
to the set so any spot became
a front-row experience. I enjoyed the closeness because
small details became more apparent. Specifically, the emo-

tion the actors and actresses
conveyed with their facial expressions or body language
were emphasized by the theater’s intimacy.
When there’s an audience a few feet away from
you at all times, it has to be
nerve-wracking to act. Yet,
I never noticed a break in
character — probably because I became so immersed
in believing these actors were
the characters. From the ever-passionate tone of Nora’s
voice to the admirable yet
scary passive aggression of
Emmy, I felt that the casting
for this play was perfect.
I remember thinking that
every time I hear about A
Doll’s House from now on,
I’ll picture Xavier’s cast.
Anne-Marie, the maid, wobbled around and struggled to
stand up or sit down in the
way an older person with bad
knees would.
The actress for Anne-Marie showcased the character’s
descent from superficial and
sweet into an angry, exhausted old lady. This change in expression felt completely natural and compelling.
Torvald’s
simultaneous
presentation of iconic stoicism and emotional exchanges with each character seems
like an impossible feat. The
actor playing Torvald made
conveying its complexity look
effortless. In between scenes,
each less than a minute, the
tone never faltered.
The tech crew’s use of
light on the main subject of

Photo courtesy of @xaviertheatre via nstagram

each new scene maintained
the flow, as well as the overall
tension, of the story.
The only aspect of the play
that I questioned was the costumes. Nora’s glittery-gold
vest and blazer were odd and
didn’t match the rest of her
ensemble, nor the time nor
what I expected of her. You
can have a flashy, wealthier
character show off her success without the almost-dis-

tracting sparkle.
Emmy’s outfit, I felt, wasn’t
suited to her character; the
skirt was quite underwhelming compared to her feisty
personality. However, the
costumes for Torvald and
Anne-Marie fit their characters very well. Both wore
simple costumes that were
effective and realistic and I
feel that’s how the costumes
of Nora and Emmy should’ve

made me feel, too.
Overall, Xavier Theatre’s
production of A Doll’s House,
Part 2 was an enjoyable experience. Time flew as I became
more and more intrigued by
the aspects outside of the
story that Xavier brings to
the table: impressive casting
choices, talented actresses and
actors and a band and tech
crew that delivers a solid performance throughout the play.

Post-Valentine’s playlist perfectly haunts listeners
Newswire member shares several tunes to put you in an aromantic mood

B Y J OSEPH C OTTON
6WDৼ:ULWHU
There is an alternative
timeline when you and the
person who asked you out
went on a fun date to play
minigolf. This is not that
timeline.
In this timeline, you don’t
have time for love. You don’t
have time for any of the superficial stuff. You probably
told them something along
the lines of “Oh, I’m not
ready for a relationship” or “I
need to focus on myself right
now.”
You might even believe
that you believe these words.
In reality, you’re just emotionally unavailable and are
more concerned with transactional relationships that
slowly eat away at your soul
over the course of a few, long
months.
Anyway, here are some
songs to alleviate your guilt,
you sly dog.
“But It’s Better
If You Do”
Panic! at the Disco
I don’t think that there is
a song that captures all the

feelings and complexities of a
relationship you know is bad
for you like the ninth song off
the classic album A Fever You
Can’t Sweat Out.
The piano and drums play
off of each other to provide a
strong background to Brendan Urie’s always-catchy vocals. His performance gives
off a feeling of youthful manipulation and playfulness
that give the song its unmistakable flair.
When the chorus finally
hits, the horn section almost
forces you to scream out the
lyrics whether you know them
by heart or not.
Overall, the song has
a driving tone of anxiety
throughout, making you feel
like you’re trapped in a corner. And considering that you
are trapped in an emotional
corner, you should get some
much needed catharsis out of
this tune.
“Shameless”
The Weeknd
While the entire album
Beauty Behind the Madness
could make it on this list, this
song fits particularly well
with it.

The song starts rather
barebones with Abel Tesfaye’s
vocals floating over the light
guitar part. The arrangement
then slowly builds with more
elements being added. By the
end, the soundscape becomes
wonderfully vast and driving. The song also features a
gritty synth solo which burns
down the house and tugs at

the heartstrings.
Lyrically, the song does a
graceful job at exploring the
complexities of lust, love,
pain and expectations. The
opening line of the chorus “I
don’t want to hurt you” cuts
right to the heart. This song
will make you feel less alone
in your feelings, so think of
this recommendation as a pre-
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scription.
“Out of Touch”
Hall & Oates
The pop rock duo of the
‘80s is always there to deliver a little bit of real life
with strong songwriting and
thoughtful lyrics.
Sonically, the song has a
classic bassline that rides the
drum machine and creates a
poppy groove that sets the
tone for the rest of the song.
The rising synth chords give
the track this fun forward momentum while adding to the
emotion of the song.
Lyrically, the song captures the back-and-forth feeling that arises in any messy
relationship. The imagery is
absolutely stellar, also. The
line “Loaded guns, hot to the
touch” captures the potential
energy that you’re probably
feeling right now.
Honorable Mentions
“Song about Jane”
by Maroon 5
“Leave Me Alone”
by Flipp Dinero
“Truffle Butter”
by Nicki Minaj
“ROXANNE”
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Several plagues afflict Xavier University’s students daily. This is just a small
selection of the illnesses and burdens students suffer.

The Fraternity Influenza
Ah yes, the tale as old as time. The maidens all contract a mystery
illness as they walk to our most heated rival’s fraternity row, adorned
in their smallest bodices from Urban Outfitters. Then, these single
sisters all crowd into a powder room, 20 at a time, to relieve themselves together so as to avoid being separated from the Uber carriage
back.

Aries: Thou claimeth to be a
handsome rogue with unmatched
wit, yet thou receiveth no wenches.
Curious.
Taurus: Get thineself an ale

from Dana’s Tavern on the morrow, but do not get too drunk;
thou doth not want to be post’d
on TavernstoolXU!

Gemini: King Biden II shall soon
Me and the girlies on our way home after drinking
all the ale at the function.

Chlamydia
Step aside COVID-19, chlamydia is the new infection to beat on Xavier’s campus. This is probably why you haven’t been able to get an appointment at the HUB to find out if your Fraternity Influenza is strep, mono, COVID-19 or just a common case of Frat Flu (Spoiler alert: It is probably
strep.) The online waitlist is riddled with people waiting on an STI test. This is your reminder,
kids, get tested and always wrap your willy before you get silly.
Seasonal Depression
As we reside in Cincinnati, we are constantly tested by the tribulations our
weather brings. One day we wake up to four inches of snow, and the next, we
wake up to 54 degrees and sunny. My knee aches, my ear hurts and my nose
is runny. Oh, and the sun sets precisely at 5:57 p.m. Also, all of the skin from
my lips is falling off. Are you late for work? Yeah. So am I. I was delayed by
the city of Cincinnati being incapable of plowing the roads.
Me AF.
Brockitis
I am proud to call Brockman Hall my home. I love that the air has such a warm and humid
tang to it, like when an old lady hugs you at the church Fourth of July potluck. I also love how
the room came pre-decorated with a layer of grayish-blue fuzz on my vents. Undeniably, while
calling Brockman home, a mysterious illness named Brockitis will be calling your lungs home.
Brockitis really isn’t too beguiling, but it does include a cough that you cannot quite shake and
the constant feeling of fatigue.

The Caf Queasy
Hoff Dining Hall always provides for us, and those deli workers always
make us smile, but the aftermath of what has been consumed in the Caf
will not make us smile. After eating just a spoonful of rice, you will likely
be emptying your entire intestines in the bathroom later. Truly, we should
be thanking the Caf for ensuring that we won’t gain the freshman fifteen.
The food runs through you like water ran through the Baby Alive Doll I
received for Christmas in 2010.

This poor soul shouldn’t have gotten
Chinese from the main line.

Second Half Smallpox
This disease does not present itself until after halftime of the game. Unfortunately, this sickness
has been plaguing all of Cincinnati’s sports teams as of late. Even our dearest D’artagnan could
not ward off our beloved Bengals from falling ill to the Second Half Smallpox. Apparently, not
even a salary of $1.6 million can prevent our own Travis Steele’s team from
being taken up with the Second Half Smallpox.
The Single Sadness
This is the wave that comes crashing over you when you see happy and
successful couples across campus and on social media. This feeling also
applies when you see a Tinder hookup in the Caf and have an
overwhelming feeling of “What if?”

The Modern Vitruvian Man

xaviernewswire doth com

This is how your crush sees you when
they pass you on campus.

by Tess da Brewer

conscript an army to fight the
barbarians in the east; amputate
thine least favorite leg to avoid
this fate.

Cancer: Avoideth the porridge in

the Caf. It is made using the same
wat’r we washeth ourselves with,
defecate in and drinketh. Though
some claimeth that only adds to
the flav’r.

Leo: If thou attends the jousting
tournament, make sure you sneakth
in thine own bev’rage; the ale in
Cintas Colosseum is much too
ov’rpric’d!
Virgo: All peasants who liveth in
the Village should beest on high
al’rt. The Knights of Residence
Life plan to mount a crusade
‘gainst all who partake in the
Devil’s lettuce.

Libra: Consult the Great Oracle
at Bellarmine. Only he can giveth
thee guidance to solveth today’s
Wordle.
Scorpio: Thou art nothing more
thn a leathern-jerkin’, puke-stocking, abortive, smooth-tongued,
sodden-witted fustilarian! But ‘tis
why I loveth thee.
Sagittarius: Keep wearing thine
mask even as the mandate is
lifted. Many fraternity broth’rs
still attendeth class carrying the
Black Death.

Capricorn: Learneth the secrets
of divination magic from the wizard Merlin. ‘Tis the only way thee
shall passeth thine econ final.
Aquarius: Cease thine endless
swiping on doth Tinder. Thou
shalt be betrothed to the fair
prince or princess of thine
choosing in due time.

Pisces: Don’t both’r asking f ’r
help from thine PPP profess’r.
You’d recieveth bett’r counsel
if thou asked f ’r help from the
Knights Who Say Ni.

Me playing “Under Pressure” from Encanto for the 80th time while my friends beg me to stop.

